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Construction Should Continue on New  

Niagara Falls Park Police Station 
The PBA of NYS calls for swift resolution to location dispute. 

 

The union representing New York State Park Police is seeking a resolution to a dispute regarding the placement 

of a new station house at Niagara Falls State Park.  

 

The Police Benevolent Association of NYS (PBA) is urging state officials and those representing the city of 

Niagara Falls to consider the safety of parks visitors, as well as the accessibility of police services to park 

patrons and no longer block the construction of a new police station. 

 

The state Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) authorized construction of a 7,000-

square-foot station on underutilized property adjacent to the Rainbow Bridge, which would provide greater 

access to visitors while bringing police services closer to the majority of park visitors.  

 

Work began in May, but OPRHP halted work following concerns raised by the Niagara Falls Tourism Advisory 

Board regarding the station’s footprint and its infringement on wooded property and gorge access. In 

subsequent weeks, other state and local officials have joined efforts to consider alternatives to the plan. 

 

“Public safety should be the top priority for decision-makers involved in this project,” said Manuel Vilar, PBA 

president and State Parks Police Sergeants Director. “It is possible for construction managers to strike a balance 

between the park’s aesthetics and the needs of law enforcement officers to protect the public. What’s more, park 

patrons will have easier access to the police and other services that will be provided at the new station. We are 

asking for common sense to prevail and for officials to move ahead with the construction.”   

 

Presently, the State Park Police Station is located on Goat Island, which separates Bridal Veil Falls and the 

Horseshoe Falls in the Niagara River. The redevelopment plan calls for the existing Goat Island station to be 

reconfigured for increased visitors’ use.   

 

The Niagara Falls State Park receives more than eight million visitors per year. The proposed station site is on 

an underutilized parcel that was once an exit ramp of the now defunct section of the Robert Moses State 

Parkway.  

 

“This section is overgrown and ill-maintained with no future development plans,” Vilar said. “The new station 

at this location would not block gorge or waterfront access, would help improve response times, enhance the 

property; and increase police visibility to assist park visitors.” 
 


